
 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER NO 8 - 2 June 2021 

Mindsets for Success 
Last newsletter, I shared the mindsets for success – ‘Strength-Based’, ‘Student-
Centred’, ‘Improvement Focused’ and ‘Collaborative’. As a staff, we will be working on 
defining these mindsets further, describing the beliefs, attitudes and behaviours in each, 
which will align our thinking as a school to achieve our strategic direction and targets in 
our business plan. In this week’s newsletter, I wanted to explore the mindset of being 
‘Strength-Based’. 
 
Every school must focus on continuous improvement and explore opportunities to be 
innovative, in order to meet the needs of students. Traditionally, a problem-based 
approach to change, which focuses on finding what is wrong and developing solutions 
to fix the problem is used. Although this approach is sometimes needed, an over 
reliance seeds a negative mindset. It makes people focus on what’s broken. By flipping 
this approach and focusing on the strengths within the school, we are able to value the 
strengths and skills of others, leverage what is working well, build on these strengths 
and spark innovation. I am excited in beginning this journey and look forward to keeping 
you updated on our progress. 
 

Growth Mindset 
At the last Community Assembly, I continued the discussion on 
developing a growth mindset. I shared a story which focused on 
the power of the word ‘yet’. I talked to our students about how 
just simply using the word ‘yet’ in their internal thinking and 
dialogue, can change their mindset from one that is fixed to one 
that is open to growth. I challenged our students to switch their 
thinking from saying “I can’t do this” or “I am not good at this”, to 
“I can’t do this, yet” and “I am not good at this, yet”. I have 
already had a few students come and talk to me in the 
playground about how they have used a “growth mindset’ to get 
better at something. I also had a visit from Stirling in Room 1, 
who wrote about using his ‘growth mindset’ and the power of 
‘yet’ when doing gymnastics. Well done, Stirling! 
From small things, big things grow. Words create worlds! Parents, attached to this 
newsletter is a Growth Mindset poster that you may wish to print and display at home. It 
has some great sentence starters that you can use with your child. 

 
Year 1 Story Writing 
Last week I had the pleasure of having Rebecca, Lucy 
and Leo from Room 1 visit me to share some of their 
amazing writing they had recorded and illustrated on their 
iPads. I have been following Room 1’s writing journey for 
a few weeks now, and have seen their writing evolve 
from scaffolded pictures, lots of oral language, writing 
and now their published stories. Congratulations to 
Rebecca, Lucy, Leo and the rest of the students in Room 
1, well done!   
 

School Staff Development Day 
A reminder that we have a staff development day this Friday 4 June. This is a student 
free day. Students will return on Tuesday 8 June, following the WA Day public holiday 
on Monday. 
 

School Chaplain Leaving 
It is with great sadness, that I inform you that our school chaplain, Mrs Di Labio, will be 
leaving our school at the end of this term. Mrs Di Labio has accepted a fulltime role at 
another school. Mrs Di Labio has been at Guildford Primary School for many years and 
has played an important role in supporting our students, staff and parents over that time. 
We wish Mrs Di Labio all the best for her new exciting role. 

 

Diary of Events 
Friday 4 June 
School Development Day 
Pupil Free Day 
 

Monday 7 June 
Public Holiday 
Western Australia Day 
 

Friday 11 June 
Community Assembly 
Faction Cross Country 
 
 
 
 

2021 Term Dates 
Term 2  
Monday 19 April - Friday 2 July 
 

Term 3 
Monday 19 July – Friday 24  
September  
 

Term 4 
Tuesday 11 October  -  
Thursday 16 December 

SMS Absentee Line  
If your child/ren is going to be 
absent from school please send 
an SMS to 0407 388 021 before 
9.00 am. 
Please include your child’s name, 
room number and reason for 
absence.  
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125 Helena Street, Guildford   W.A.   6055 

Telephone:  6216 1200 
ABN:  36 062 798 714 

Email guildford.ps@education.wa.edu.au   
Home Page www.guildfordps.wa.edu.au 
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 I am currently working with YouthCare to look at a replacement Chaplain. We will look to employ another Chaplain at the 
same work fraction (3/4 of a day, one day a week) as Mrs Di Labio this year, with a view to increasing this time further next 
year. 
 

Toys at School 
At our last staff meeting, our staff met to discuss the increasing number of toys being brought into school by students and 
the impact this was having on student learning.  Although our staff acknowledged that there are some benefits of students 
having familiar toys with them at school, this must be balanced with the distractions they can cause students and teachers 
whilst teaching and learning.  
 
Currently, the increasing number of toys at the school has led to our teachers spending more than a reasonable amount of 
time managing these situations. As a school committed to learning, we must limit distractions that get in the way of this  
primary focus.  
 
With the cooperation of our families, we are asking that all toys stay at home. These include, but not limited to, all soft toys, 
trading cards and 'fidget' toys. This will not apply to students who require toys or other objects as part of their individual  
documented plans. We also acknowledge that there are students who have become familiar with having toys with them at 
school. In these circumstances, I encourage you to talk to your child’s classroom teacher. I thank you in advance for your 
ongoing support. 
 
Alex Di Felice 
Principal 
 
 

School Council Election – Parent Representative 
The School Council are seeking the appointment of one (1) parent representative. Nominations were called for 2 weeks ago 
and at the close of this period, I am pleased to notify our community that there were two (2) nominations. I thank, Zachary 
Wilkinson and Chenae Yeo for their nominations. 
 
As there are two parent nominations, we will need to conduct an election to elect one new parent representative. The 
election will be conducted via an online voting system. Your child (eldest) should have come home with a letter today, which 
included a link and a login password. This password can only be used once. We ask that you access the online link, login 
using the password provided, consider the two nominations and then cast your vote. Voting will close this Friday at midnight 
(Australian Eastern Standard Time - AEST). If you are unable to access this voting system online, you can cast your vote 
manually, at the front office. We look forward to notifying our community of the outcome. 
 

Applications for enrolment  
Enrolments for 2022 are now open, enrolments close on Friday 23 July 2021.  
 
You need to apply to enrol your children in public school for 2022 if they are: 

 starting Kindergarten – 4 years old by 30 June 2022 

 starting Pre-primary, the first year of compulsory school – 5 years old by 30 
June 2022.  If you child is currently at Guildford Kindergarten you will need to  

   re-enrol for Pre –Primary. 

 starting Year 7, the first year of secondary school 

 changing schools. 

All children of compulsory school age must be enrolled in school and attend everyday - this is the law.  In Western Austral-
ia, children can start their education in Kindergarten, however compulsory schooling starts the following year in  
Pre-primary. 
  
Enrolment forms can be obtained from the Guildford Primary School website http://guildfordps.wa.edu.au/join-us/
enrolments/ or from the school. 
 
Completed enrolment forms and documents can be emailed to guildford.ps@education.wa.edu.au or alternatively can be 
dropped into the school office.  
 

Kindy Enrolment for 2022  

Close Friday 23  July 2021 

School News  
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 Music News 
Last Tuesday we were lucky enough to have the Perth City Ballet, in conjunction with “Act, Belong Commit” come and  
perform their “Dance Proms”  
 
The students and staff were treated to an hour long performance that included mimes, skeleton dances, acrobatics, a  
tarantella from Italy, the Can-Can from Paris, and also the dying swan from “Swan Lake”. Year Six and Mr Embry were even 
asked to come up on stage, and shown some hip hop moves that they performed to the rest of the school.  
The children particularly enjoyed the hip hop and also the tap dancing. When reflecting on the experience in Music Class, 
the children were keen to try nearly all the dances they had seen.  
 
The performers were delighted at how engaged and well behaved all the children at Guildford Primary School were. They 
loved how well we performed the “dry bones” song for them.  They also told me that it was the first time that they had  
received a standing ovation from children! 
 
Let’s hope they can come again next year!  
 
Mrs Jefferies 
Music Teacher 
 
 
 
 
 

Battery Collection  
If you have any old batteries that no longer work, please bring 
them in and place them in our Battery Recycling Bin, which is 
located in Hasluck Hall on your right as you enter.  It is very 
important that batteries are disposed of correctly as the 
hazardous materials inside of them can get into the water, 
land and air and become harmful to humans and  
wildlife.  
 

 
 
 

 

Dress Code Policy  
Winter tends to be the time when different colours, especially 
in jumpers appear.  Parents are reminded that the school 
uniform is royal blue jumpers or windcheaters. The same  
colour applies to pants. Jeans are not acceptable. Guildford 
Primary School has a Dress Code Policy which states what 
all students attending our school are expected to wear.   
 
We ask parents to ensure that all clothing items and lunch 
boxes are clearly labelled. There is a large number of items  
currently in lost property which are not labelled and have 
been unable to be returned to their owners. 
 

Hats for Outside Play 
As a part of “Sun Smart commitments, hats are now 
required every term.  All parents are asked to remind 
children of the need to wear a hat daily at school whilst 
playing during recess, lunch and outdoor activities. 
 
Children who do not have a hat at school will be asked to 
stay in the shade of the undercover area. The hat is also 
required for Physical Education and Sport 
sessions. It was recommended as part of 
the uniform policy that preferred hats are 
those with a brim.  Caps are not 
acceptable. 

Happy Birthday 

The following children were presented with 
birthday cards at the last assembly: Zara, 
Teddy, Sultan, Laughlin, Dominic, Kate, 
Gray, Eleanor, Ella, Loki, Hayden, Asia, 
Elijah, Georgia, Tansy, Zoe, and Myles. 



  
 
Thank you for your amazing support for The Great Book Swap. We raised $315.  Awesome Effort! 

Good Work 
Good Work was presented at the last  
assembly. 
 

Honour Certificates 
The following students have received  
Honour Certificates at the last assembly. 

Room 1 Bryce Luana 

Room 2 Amy Finn 

Room 3 Lewis Ella 

Room 4 Braidey Georgia 

Room 6 Elliana Logan 

Room 7 Matthew Olivia 

Room 8 Noam Hannah 

Room 9 Channing Mahleigh 

Room 10 Mack Katie 

Room 11 Marie-Lou Ashidae 

Room 12 Lily Niam 

Art Award 
Mrs Keller 

Jaxson  Winner of “Draw a  
Peacock Feather” 

Music 
Award 

Room 2  For being the most 

Gangster Rappers! 

Science 
Award 

Room 8 Working  
scientifically on 
their electrical cir-
cuits 

Room 1 Harlan  Stevie 

Room 2 Julien Loki 

Room 3 Nate Archer 

Room 4 Alice Tahlia 

Room 6 Chace Simon 

Room 7 Travis Alex 

Room 8 Dylan Lucas 

Room 9 Channing Mahleigh 

Room 10 Paige Euan 

Room 11 Hunter Chloe 

Room 12 Augustus Felicity 

Indonesian Ella  Seonaid 

Library News 

Thank you for your amazing support for The Great Book 
Swap. We raised $315.  Awesome Effort! 

Special Library Visitor  
Our resident Quenda decided to browse the books in our 
library this week.  
You can see him under the book cart in the photo. 
If you are very quiet around the library you might see Mr 
Quenda and his small family. 
They live in the lovely garden in front of the library and 
often come out to find little bits of leftover fruit and  
vegetable.  
Quenda are protected native animals and some sub       
species are now listed as endangered. Quenda are        
designed to eat underground food, although they won't go 
past insects and even berries found on the ground. With a        
sensitive nose they can readily sniff out insects, worms, 
roots and even fungi. 

Sports News 

Interschool fixtures 

FACTION CROSS COUNTRY CARNIVAL 
PROGRAMME OF EVENTS 2021  

Date:      11 June 2021   
Event 1.  Year 1  Boys  500m     9:45 – 10:00am 
Event 2.  Year 1  Girls  500m     10:00-  10:15am 
Event 3.  Year  2 Boys  500m   10:15-10:30am 
Event 4.  Year  2 Girls  500m   10:30-10:45am   
 
10:45-10:50am.  Presentation of medals. Time permitting  
10:50-11:10am   Recess Break   
 
Event 5.  Year 3 Boys  1500m  11:15-11:35am 
Event 6.  Year 3 Girls   1500m    11:35-11:55am  
Event 7.   Year 4 Boys  1500m   11:55-12:15pm  
Event 8.   Year 4 Girls  1500m    12:15-12:35pm  
Event 9.   Year 5 Boys  2000m   12:35-12:55pm   
Event 10. Year 5 Girls  2000m    12:55-1:15pm   
 
Lunch Break   1:15-1:50pm   
Event 11.  Year 6 Boys  2000m   2:00-2:20pm  
Event 12   Year 6 Girls  2000m   2:20-2:40pm   
 
2:45-3:00pm. Presentation of medals and shields.  
Pack away.   
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Community News 

Any items advertised in the community news are not  school sanctioned activities and are a completely separate organisations to this school. 

 


